Current understanding and management of chronic hepatosplenic suppurative brucellosis.
To outline the characteristics and define appropriate management of chronic hepatosplenic suppurative brucellosis (CHSB), 905 patients with brucellosis were analyzed. Sixteen episodes of CHSB (14 in the liver and 2 in the spleen) were found in 15 patients. Six patients had had previous remote brucellosis. Twelve patients presented with systemic symptoms, and 12 with local symptoms. Cultures of blood samples yielded negative results in all cases except 1, and the results of cultures of pus specimens were positive for Brucella melitensis in only 2 cases. All patients showed calcium deposits surrounded by a hypodense area on computed tomography. Patients often had low titers of agglutinating antibody. In patients who were receiving conservative management, early response was successful in 50% and late response was successful in 33.3%. In the patients who underwent surgery and concomitant antibiotic therapy, early and late response was successful in 100%. Thus, CHSB mainly represents a local reactivation of previous brucellosis. Its diagnosis may be difficult to establish and surgery may be required to cure many patients.